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Statement by Peter Anderson, Chief Executive

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI), Australia’s largest and most
representative business organisation, last night completed an agreement of co-operation with the
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) at a ceremony in Canberra.

The accord was signed by ACCI Chief Executive Peter Anderson, and CCPIT Deputy Director
General Du Zetian.

The agreement promotes the development of mutually beneficial trade, economic, scientific and
technological opportunities between Australia and China, and between ACCI and the CCPIT. It
was signed on the day that the People’s Republic of China celebrated its 60™ Anniversary.

China is Australia’s second largest merchandise trading partner. In 2008 total two-way trade was
worth over $67 billion. China is Australia’s second largest export destination and its largest source
of imports. Trade with China and north Asia has been central to maintaining a stable Australian
economy during the current global recession.

ACCI looks forward to working with the CCPIT over coming years to further build on this
important trade and investment relationship. The relationships also provide an opportunity to
pursue support for completion of a comprehensive free trade agreement between China and
Australia.

ACCI represents Australian business on trade and international matters at the International
Chamber of Commerce, the Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD, the
Confederation of Asia-Pacific Chambers of Commerce and Industry, the International Labour
Organisation, the International Organisation of Employers, and the Confederation of Asia-Pacific
Employers.

For further information:

Peter Anderson Chief Executive 02 6273 2311/ 0417 264 862
Nathan Backhouse Manager, Trade and International 02 6273 2311 /0431 615 709
Brett Hogan Director of Communications 03 9668 9950 / 0407 273 884

ACCI represents over 350,000 businesses in every State and Territory and all industries. Our network employs around
4 million employees, ranging from the top 100 companies to tens of thousands of small and medium businesses.
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